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‘L. HAST GERMAN PARTY REPORTS ON REACTIONS TO DEATH OF US PRESIDENT 
Reports of 23 November sent by radiotelephone from Hast 
Gesman Seesalist Unity Party (SED) head= | (ART /OC¥ 8284-63 ) 
quarters in three of the fourteen admin- | 
istrative Giatriets im Eaet Germany have noted initial reastions 
4n Bast Gexmany te the 22 November assassination of President | 
Kennedy. Extracts from those reports follows 
Kani Mare Stadt, 0345 BSR 
Reh Angommation report. 
"pe: Assassination of US President Kennedy. 
"Recording to a report from Kreis [county] 
headquarters Brand-Epbisadort, streamers of biaek 
erepe were displayed this evening in the Kreis 
City in connection with the aseassinatien of the 
President of the Unised States. 
‘tia ie concentrated im particuler on two 
thoroughfares . 
“Srape wag Likewise Gisplayed in the ehow window 
of the GSP [4.0., Sosiety for Sport and Technology] 


2) Novenber 
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on the show windows at the reiigozd station, on 
the beard on Bahnhofstrasse, on & wooden door at 
the railread station, in the waiting room of the 
Roichstaha, and in the wilting room of the WEB 
(Peoples-owmed Enterprise] Kraftverkehr. 
“tn addition t@ this, worker Noriee2 from 

Brand-Brbissderf flew the DDR {1.e., Gexman Demo- 
eratic Republics] flag with red, white, and blue 
bunting this morning. 
discussion with him. . 

fos "En Karl Harz Stadt opposite the VES Weberel- 

in white o11 paint: "Bast 

Germany mourns fer Kennedy.' A similar slegan was 

placed opposite the Couneii of Kries Karl Marx Stadt 

Rurad o 

"Celieague Naumann of the PGH [4.e., Preducers Coep- 


Ausruestung was smeared 


erative for Handicraft) Frieeure, Ossietzky Strasse, 
Geelared: "She red did ib; there wiid be a world 
war for gure," 
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Generally the workers in the (Suhl) Boziste 
(districts) wore of the opinien that President 
Kennedy wee muxiored because he we a supporter 
of peace; because he was one of the first te Sign | 
the Koscow (test-pan} ereaty; and because he took 
steps against racial discrimination in the United 
States. Many workers had arrived at the conclusion 
that the assassination was carried out by racial 
fanatics, Ameng older residents of the Reziris, 
the murder of Kennedy vas cemparad te the ascassi~ 
natien of Arehduke Ferdinand in Sarajeve, There 

| Were alse these who were worried about the new 
President, Jehnsen, and how he wi12 act teward the 
question ef relaxation of tensions, peace, and 
racial diserimination, 

an the last fow hours, effects ef the elass 
‘antagonists’ activity have aliseady become evident. 
There has been further disoussion to the effect 
that the murder wae ecommitced by Cenmuniste. In 


“fnie report is available in sumary form only. 
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Lauseha, Kreis Neuhaus am Reanweg, several resie 
dents atated that the asgassin spent many ysare 
an the USSR, stayed next im Cuba, and then was 
gent te the US with the missien te kill Kennedy. 
Et wae leamed in discussion at the places cene 
gered that these and similar arguments came from 
Western broadcasts, and such argements were them- 
selves evidence that these people listened te 


Weatern stations. 


- ghdpyasd, technical control, said: "Por mo it's 
.ncomprehensible that gemething like this can happen 
in a country. £¢°s my opinion that this ean only 
ke by forces which were against Kennedy's governmental 
reform.’ Hemgann Rieck, a welder at the Peene — 
Shipyard and member of the ObY [Christian Demeoratic 
Union}. | 
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‘pointed out: "It's sorrowful thet such things 
as the assassination of the President oceur 4n 
the se-ealied country with the unlimited possi- 
“pLLAties. ° | 

the agsassination was discussed right at the 
start of work-day with the colleagues and comrades 
from the ¢rade organizetions of the Kreis Wolgas’ 
enterprises, and 1% was generally stated that it's 
sheeking that in the USA the President was ag0assi-o 
nated and a stateeman 4s pushed aside in such a ~~ 
way. Colleague Regina Dahike from the trade 
organization FPetolaber Wolgast especially expreas- 
ged her extreme indignation over such & thing. | 
Cemyede Bruno Wetzel frem the Department of Labor 
ef the Yeb Holebau Welgast io of the opinion that 


a”. 


Kennedy had become troublesems for some people be- 
eause ke had te advecate evan more the policy of 

peaceful scexistence, due to public pressure, and 

en the basis ef the peace offensive of the Soviet 

Unien. And this Gidn't agveo with seme people. 
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That Kennedy took such a stand did not sult some 
pight-wing military circles in the USA, especially 
with wegard to the Cuba question. Now, it 49 ¢o 
be foared that, with Jehngon taking over as Prose 
ident of the United States, the world at large has 

to suffer, in that new contacts have to be mde 
again sothat the peliey ef peaceful eoexLstenee 
ean continue .* 


